Kawasaki Disease and Chlamydia Pneumoniae Infection.
Chlamydia pneumoniae infections have been associated with coronary artery disease. Although Kawasaki disease is characterized by an association with coronary artery disease in children predominantly under the age of 5, the etiology is still unknown. Serum samples were obtained from 72 infants and children, aged 5 months to 7 years, in the active febrile phase of Kawasaki disease and tested for the presence of C. pneumoniae serum antibodies. Twenty-seven (37.5%) serum samples were positive for an IgG antibody, 22 (30.6%) were positive for an IgA antibody, and 11 (15.3%) were positive for an IgM antibody to C. pneumoniae. The presence of serum IgM antibodies to C. pneumoniae in infants and children in the acute phase of Kawasaki disease was significantly higher than that of age-matched healthy controls ( P<0.01).